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Policies and Requirements
1. Classes are free, but all students seeking a certificate or 

degree must purchase books (paper, not electronic), which 
will be made available by the Institute.

2. Students in certificate or degree tracks may miss no more 
than one class per course, without making arrangements 
with the teacher to make up missed work (at the discretion 
of the teacher).

3. Students in certificate or degree tracks will be required to 
take a pass/fail final exam in each course, based on study 
guidelines provided by the teacher.

4. Students in certificate or degree tracks must make a 
passing grade (based on "pass/fail") in each course in order 
to receive credit towards a certificate or degree.

5. Candidates for degrees (Master of Theology and Master of 
Theology & Ministry) must be approved by the Institute 
Director before final admission into a degree program.



Old Testament Survey (OT1) 

1. Introduction to Old Testament Survey 

• Authority and Interpretation of the Old Testament 

for Christians

• Background, Structure and Form

2.  Pentateuch/Torah – Prologue and Patriarchs

3.  Pentateuch/Torah – Redemption & Law

4.  The Former Prophets

• “History” in the Prophets

• Joshua-Judges – Taking & Establishing the Land 

• Samuel (I & II), Kings (I & II) – Monarchy



5.  The Latter Prophets

• Prophets & Prophecy

• Major Prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel

• Minor Prophets (“Book of the Twelve”) – Hosea, 

Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 

Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 

Malachi

6.  Writings

• “Books of Truth” – Psalms, Proverbs, Job

• “Five Scrolls” (“Five Megillot”) – Song of Songs, 

Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther

• Other “Writings” – Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, 

Chronicles (I & II)

7.  Foundational Books.

8.  Messianic Prophecy/Bridge to the New Testament 



On what do we base our faith?

Our beliefs are based on God’s own revelation
to us, as given in four ways (in descending order 
of reliance):

1. The revelation of God in Scripture. 

2. The revelation of God to His Church, down 
through history. 

3. The revelation of God in the world. 

4.  The revelation of God to individual people.



What we believe about the Bible

 Revealed   
 This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'Write in a book 

all the words I have spoken to you. Jeremiah 30:2-3

 Inspired 
 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.           

2 Timothy 3:16-17

 Authoritative
 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the 
Twelve.    1 Corinthians 15:3-5 

 Living
 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart. Hebrews 4:12   





Why Study the Old Testament?

1. It is the “Scriptures” referred to by 
Jesus and the Apostles.

2. The Old Testament is part of 
God’s Inspired revelation to us.

3. The Old Testament is 
foundational to our understanding.

4. The Old Testament is practical.

5. The Old Testament points to 
Jesus Christ.







Structure & Form of the Old Testament

Traditional Protestant Structure: 
– 39 Books in Four Sections:

 The Law (5) – “Torah” in Hebrew; 
“Pentateuch” or “Five Books”

 History (12) – Joshua thru Esther.

 Wisdom (5) – Job thru Song of Songs.

 Prophecy (17) – Isaiah thru Malachi,  
(sometimes broken up into Major 
Prophets: Isaiah thru Daniel, and Minor 
Prophets: Hosea thru Malachi) 





Structure & Form of the Old Testament

Traditional Jewish Structure: 
– 24 Books in Three Sections:

 The Law (5) – “Torah” in Hebrew; 

 Prophets (8) – “Nevi’im” in Hebrew

 Writings (11) – “Ketuvim” in Hebrew.

Together these sections form the 
acronym TaNaKh, or Hebrew Bible.  
(also known as “miqra” or “that which is 
read”)



Structure & Form of the Old Testament

 The Law (5) – “Torah” in Hebrew; 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy.

 Prophets (8) – “Nevi’im” in Hebrew 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel (1&2), Kings (1&2), Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, the Book of the Twelve. 
(sometimes Former and Latter Prophets)

 Writings (11) – Books of Truth 
(Psalms, Proverbs, Job); “Five Scrolls” (Song of 
Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther), 

and “other writings” (Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, 
Chronicles (1&2)). 



How the Old Testament Came to Us

Original Hebrew Documents – 1450-400 BC

Septuagint – Greek Translation of the Hebrew 

Bible – 3rd Century BC.

Masoretic Text – 7th-11th Centuries AD –

authoritative Hebrew texts, with vocalizations 

and cantillations.



Example of Hebrew Vowel Points & 

Cantillation



How the Old Testament Came to Us

Original Hebrew Documents – 1450-400 BC

Septuagint – Greek Translation of the Hebrew 

Bible – 3rd Century BC.

Masoretic Text – 7th-11th Centuries AD –
authoritative Hebrew texts, with vocalizations and 

cantillations.

Other Sources - Ancient Samaritan Penteteuch.

Talmud – 200-500 AD – Mishna (a written 

compendium of Jewish oral law); & Gemara 

(expansions on the Mishna and other Jewish writings 

and topics).



How the Old Testament Came to Us

Latin Vulgate - 4th Century AD – translation by St. 

Jerome, primarily from ancient Hebrew documents.

The Dead Sea Scrolls – 408 BC-318 AD –

Discovered in 1947,  are 972 texts of the Hebrew 

Bible and other documents, written in Hebrew, Greek, 

Aramaic and Nabatean, and are the oldest  surviving 

Old Testament documents. 

NOTE: There is not absolute agreement in these 

ancient and authoritative Old Testament 

documents, but the differences are very minor 

and not considered theologically significant .



Documentary Hypothesis

Julius Wellhausen (1899) and others, mostly 

Germans, 18th through late 19th century.

 “J” – Yahwist source, c. 950 BC, Kingdom of Judah.

 “E” – Elohist source, c. 850 BC, Kingdom of Israel.

 “D” – Deuteronomist source, c. 600 BC, Jerusalem.

 “P” – Priestly source, c. 500 BC, Jewish priests in 

exile in Babylon.


