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The Book of Ezekiel 

Author:  Ezekiel the Prophet 
 

Date:  c. 593-571 BC 
 

Where:   Judah, during the Babylonian Exile. 
 

Theme: The Exile is God’s judgment, but with  

  righteousness will come restoration.  
 

Purpose:   To call the generation born during the 

 Babylonian Exile to seek the Lord, in 

 order to be restored. 
 

Outline:   The Call of Ezekiel (1) 

 Judgment Against Judah (2-24) 

 Oracles Against the Nations (25-32) 

 Restoration of Israel (33-48) 
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Ezekiel’s First Vision 
 In my thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth day, while I was 

among the exiles by the Kebar River, the heavens were opened and I saw 

visions of God… 

 4 I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north—an 

immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light. 

The center of the fire looked like glowing metal, 5 and in the fire was what 

looked like four living creatures.  In appearance their form was human, 6 

but each of them had four faces and four wings.  7 Their legs were straight; 

their feet were like those of a calf and gleamed like burnished bronze.  8 

Under their wings on their four sides they had human hands.  All four of 

them had faces and wings, 9 and the wings of one touched the wings of 

another.  Each one went straight ahead; they did not turn as they moved. 

 10 Their faces looked like this: Each of the four had the face of a 

human being, and on the right side each had the face of a lion, and on the 

left the face of an ox; each also had the face of an eagle.  11 Such were 

their faces.  They each had two wings spreading out upward, each wing 

touching that of the creature on either side; and each had two other wings 

covering its body.  12 Each one went straight ahead.  Wherever the spirit 

would go, they would go, without turning as they went.   

       Ezekiel 1:1-2, 4-12 



Ezekiel’s Commission 
 He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a 

rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their ancestors 

have been in revolt against me to this very day.  4 The people to whom I 

am sending you are obstinate and stubborn.  Say to them, ‘This is what 

the Sovereign Lord says.’  5 And whether they listen or fail to listen—for 

they are a rebellious people—they will know that a prophet has been 

among them.  6 And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their 

words.  Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all around you and 

you live among scorpions.  Do not be afraid of what they say or be terrified 

by them, though they are a rebellious people.  7 You must speak my words 

to them, whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious.  8 But 

you, son of man, listen to what I say to you.  Do not rebel like that 

rebellious people; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 
 9 Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me.  In it was a 

scroll, 10 which he unrolled before me.  On both sides of it were written 

words of lament and mourning and woe. 

 3:1 And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this 

scroll; then go and speak to the people of Israel.”  2 So I opened my 

mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat.  Ezekiel 2:3-3:2 

 



Ezekiel’s Four Symbolic Acts 
 “Now, son of man, take a block of clay, put it in front of you and 

draw the city of Jerusalem on it.  2 Then lay siege to it: Erect siege 

works against it, build a ramp up to it, set up camps against it and 

put battering rams around it.  3 Then take an iron pan, place it as an 

iron wall between you and the city and turn your face toward it. It will 

be under siege, and you shall besiege it.  This will be a sign to the 

people of Israel. 

 4 “Then lie on your left side and put the sin of the people of Israel 

upon yourself.  You are to bear their sin for the number of days you 

lie on your side.  5 I have assigned you the same number of days as 

the years of their sin.  So for 390 days you will bear the sin of the 

people of Israel. 

 6 “After you have finished this, lie down again, this time on your 

right side, and bear the sin of the people of Judah.  I have assigned 

you 40 days, a day for each year.  7 Turn your face toward the siege 

of Jerusalem and with bared arm prophesy against her.  8 I will tie 

you up with ropes so that you cannot turn from one side to the other 

until you have finished the days of your siege.  Ezekiel 4:1-8 
 

  



Ezekiel’s Four Symbolic Acts 
 “Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and spelt; put them in a 

storage jar and use them to make bread for yourself.  You are to eat it during 

the 390 days you lie on your side.  10 Weigh out twenty shekels of food to eat 

each day and eat it at set times.  11 Also measure out a sixth of a hin of water 

and drink it at set times.  12 Eat the food as you would a loaf of barley bread; 

bake it in the sight of the people, using human excrement for fuel.”  13 The 

Lord said, “In this way the people of Israel will eat defiled food among the 

nations where I will drive them.” 

 14 Then I said, “Not so, Sovereign Lord!  I have never defiled myself.  

From my youth until now I have never eaten anything found dead or torn by 

wild animals.  No impure meat has ever entered my mouth.” 

 15 “Very well,” he said, “I will let you bake your bread over cow dung 

instead of human excrement.” ... 
 5:1 “Now, son of man, take a sharp sword and use it as a barber’s razor to 

shave your head and your beard.  Then take a set of scales and divide up the 

hair.  2 When the days of your siege come to an end, burn a third of the hair 

inside the city.  Take a third and strike it with the sword all around the city. 

And scatter a third to the wind.  For I will pursue them with drawn sword.  3 

But take a few hairs and tuck them away in the folds of your garment.  4 

Again, take a few of these and throw them into the fire and burn them up. A 

fire will spread from there to all Israel.   Ezekiel 4:9-5:4 

 



The Meaning of the Symbolic Acts 

 “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: This is Jerusalem, which I 

have set in the center of the nations, with countries all around her.  6 

Yet in her wickedness she has rebelled against my laws and decrees 

more than the nations and countries around her.  She has rejected 

my laws and has not followed my decrees. 

 7 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: You have been 

more unruly than the nations around you and have not followed my 

decrees or kept my laws.  You have not even conformed to the 

standards of the nations around you. 

 8 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself am 

against you, Jerusalem, and I will inflict punishment on you in the 

sight of the nations.  9 Because of all your detestable idols, I will do to 

you what I have never done before and will never do again.  10 

Therefore in your midst parents will eat their children, and children 

will eat their parents.  I will inflict punishment on you and will scatter 

all your survivors to the winds.      

       Ezekiel 5:5-10 
  



The Meaning of the Symbolic Acts 

 Therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, because you 

have defiled my sanctuary with all your vile images and detestable 

practices, I myself will shave you; I will not look on you with pity or spare 

you.  12 A third of your people will die of the plague or perish by famine 

inside you; a third will fall by the sword outside your walls; and a third I will 

scatter to the winds and pursue with drawn sword.    
 13 “Then my anger will cease and my wrath against them will subside, 

and I will be avenged.  And when I have spent my wrath on them, they will 

know that I the Lord have spoken in my zeal. 

 14 “I will make you a ruin and a reproach among the nations around you, 

in the sight of all who pass by.  15 You will be a reproach and a taunt, a 

warning and an object of horror to the nations around you when I inflict 

punishment on you in anger and in wrath and with stinging rebuke.  I the 

Lord have spoken.  16 When I shoot at you with my deadly and destructive 

arrows of famine, I will shoot to destroy you.  I will bring more and more 

famine upon you and cut off your supply of food.  17 I will send famine and 

wild beasts against you, and they will leave you childless.  Plague and 

bloodshed will sweep through you, and I will bring the sword against you.     

I the Lord have spoken.”    Ezekiel 5:11-17 

 

 



The End Has Come – The Day of the Lord 
 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, this is what the 

Sovereign Lord says to the land of Israel: 

 “‘The end!  The end has come upon the four corners of the land!  3 The 

end is now upon you, and I will unleash my anger against you.  I will judge 

you according to your conduct and repay you for all your detestable 

practices.   
 4 I will not look on you with pity; I will not spare you.  I will surely repay 

you for your conduct and for the detestable practices among you. 

 “‘Then you will know that I am the Lord.’ 

 5 “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 

 “‘Disaster!  Unheard-of disaster!  See, it comes!  6 The end has come! 

The end has come!  It has roused itself against you.  See, it comes!   
 7 Doom has come upon you, upon you who dwell in the land.  The time 

has come!  The day is near!  There is panic, not joy, on the mountains.   

 8 I am about to pour out my wrath on you and spend my anger against 

you.  I will judge you according to your conduct and repay you for all your 

detestable practices.   
 9 I will not look on you with pity; I will not spare you.  I will repay you for 

your conduct and for the detestable practices among you. 

 “‘Then you will know that it is I the Lord who strikes you.     Ezekiel 7:1-9 

 

 

 



Ezekiel “Goes Into Exile” 
 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, you are living among a 

rebellious people. They have eyes to see but do not see and ears to hear but do 

not hear, for they are a rebellious people. 

 3 “Therefore, son of man, pack your belongings for exile and in the daytime, 

as they watch, set out and go from where you are to another place.  Perhaps 

they will understand, though they are a rebellious people.  4 During the daytime, 

while they watch, bring out your belongings packed for exile.  Then in the 

evening, while they are watching, go out like those who go into exile.  5 While 

they watch, dig through the wall and take your belongings out through it.  6 Put 

them on your shoulder as they are watching and carry them out at dusk.  Cover 

your face so that you cannot see the land, for I have made you a sign to the 

Israelites.” 

 7 So I did as I was commanded.  During the day I brought out my things 

packed for exile.  Then in the evening I dug through the wall with my hands.  I 

took my belongings out at dusk, carrying them on my shoulders while they 

watched. 

 8 In the morning the word of the Lord came to me: 9 “Son of man, did not the 

Israelites, that rebellious people, ask you, ‘What are you doing?’ 

 10 “Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: This prophecy 

concerns the prince in Jerusalem and all the Israelites who are there.’ 11 Say to 

them, ‘I am a sign to you.’  “As I have done, so it will be done to them. They will 

go into exile as captives.      Ezekiel 12:1-11 

 

 

 



Analogies for Jerusalem 

1.  Jerusalem as a Useless Vine  
 

 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, how is the 

wood of a vine different from that of a branch from any of the trees in 

the forest?  3 Is wood ever taken from it to make anything useful?  Do 

they make pegs from it to hang things on?  4 And after it is thrown on 

the fire as fuel and the fire burns both ends and chars the middle, is it 

then useful for anything?  5 If it was not useful for anything when it 

was whole, how much less can it be made into something useful 

when the fire has burned it and it is charred? 

 6 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: As I have given 

the wood of the vine among the trees of the forest as fuel for the fire, 

so will I treat the people living in Jerusalem.  7 I will set my face 

against them.  Although they have come out of the fire, the fire will 

yet consume them.  And when I set my face against them, you will 

know that I am the Lord.  8 I will make the land desolate because they 

have been unfaithful, declares the Sovereign Lord.”   

       Ezekiel 15:1-8 
 

 

 



Analogies for Jerusalem 
2.  Jerusalem as an Adulterous Wife 
 

‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says to Jerusalem:  

 10 I clothed you with an embroidered dress and put sandals of fine 

leather on you.  I dressed you in fine linen and covered you with costly 

garments.  11 I adorned you with jewelry: I put bracelets on your arms 

and a necklace around your neck, 12 and I put a ring on your nose, 

earrings on your ears and a beautiful crown on your head.  13 So you 

were adorned with gold and silver; your clothes were of fine linen and 

costly fabric and embroidered cloth.  Your food was honey, olive oil and 

the finest flour.  You became very beautiful and rose to be a queen.  14 

And your fame spread among the nations on account of your beauty, 

because the splendor I had given you made your beauty perfect, 

declares the Sovereign Lord. 
 15 “‘But you trusted in your beauty and used your fame to become a 

prostitute.  You lavished your favors on anyone who passed by and your 

beauty became his. … 20 “‘And you took your sons and daughters whom 

you bore to me and sacrificed them as food to the idols. Was your 

prostitution not enough?  21 You slaughtered my children and sacrificed 

them to the idols.    Ezekiel 16:3, 10-14, 15, 20-21 

 
 

 

 



Analogies for Jerusalem 
2.  Jerusalem as an Adulterous Wife 
 

 “‘I am filled with fury against you, declares the Sovereign Lord, when 

you do all these things, acting like a brazen prostitute! … 

 35 “‘Therefore, you prostitute, hear the word of the Lord!  36 This is what 

the Sovereign Lord says: Because you poured out your lust and exposed 

your naked body in your promiscuity with your lovers, and because of all 

your detestable idols, and because you gave them your children’s blood, 37 

therefore I am going to gather all your lovers... I will gather them against you 

from all around and will strip you in front of them, and they will see you stark 

naked.  38 I will sentence you to the punishment of women who commit 

adultery and who shed blood; I will bring on you the blood vengeance of my 

wrath and jealous anger.  39 Then I will deliver you into the hands of your 

lovers, and they will… strip you of your clothes and take your fine jewelry 

and leave you stark naked.  40 They will bring a mob against you, who will 

stone you and hack you to pieces with their swords.  41 They will burn down 

your houses and inflict punishment on you in the sight of many women.  I 

will put a stop to your prostitution, and you will no longer pay your lovers. 42 

Then my wrath against you will subside and my jealous anger will turn away 

from you; I will be calm and no longer angry.  Ezekiel 16:30, 35-42 

 

 
 

 

 



Analogies for Jerusalem 

2.  Jerusalem as an Adulterous Wife 
 

  “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will deal with you 

as you deserve, because you have despised my oath by 

breaking the covenant.  60 Yet I will remember the covenant I 

made with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an 

everlasting covenant with you.  61 Then you will remember your 

ways and be ashamed when you receive your sisters, both 

those who are older than you and those who are younger.  I will 

give them to you as daughters, but not on the basis of my 

covenant with you.  62 So I will establish my covenant with you, 

and you will know that I am the Lord.  63 Then, when I make 

atonement for you for all you have done, you will remember 

and be ashamed and never again open your mouth because of 

your humiliation, declares the Sovereign Lord.’” 

      Ezekiel 16:59-63 
 

 
 

 

 



Individual Responsibility Affirmed 
 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by 

quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: 

 “‘The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 

 3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer 

quote this proverb in Israel.  4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as 

well as the child—both alike belong to me.  The one who sins is the one who 

will die. … 20The child will not share the guilt of the parent, nor will the 

parent share the guilt of the child.  The righteousness of the righteous will be 

credited to them, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against 

them. … 

 21 “But if a wicked person turns away from all the sins they have 

committed and keeps all my decrees and does what is just and right, that 

person will surely live; they will not die.  22 None of the offenses they have 

committed will be remembered against them.  Because of the righteous 

things they have done, they will live. … 

 30“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your 

own ways, declares the Sovereign Lord.  Repent!  Turn away from all your 

offenses; then sin will not be your downfall.  31 Rid yourselves of all the 

offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why 

will you die, people of Israel?     Ezekiel 18:1-4, 20-22, 30-31 

 

 

 
 

 

 





Ezekiel’s Oracles Against the Nations 
 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, set your face against 

the Ammonites and prophesy against them. … 5 I will turn Rabbah into a 

pasture for camels and Ammon into a resting place for sheep.  Then you will 

know that I am the Lord.    Ezekiel 25:1-2, 5 
 

  “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ... 10 I will give Moab along with 

the Ammonites to the people of the East as a possession, so that the 

Ammonites will not be remembered among the nations; 11 and I will inflict 

punishment on Moab.  Then they will know that I am the Lord.’”   

       Ezekiel 25:8, 10-11 
 

  ‘Because Edom took revenge on Judah and became very guilty by 

doing so, …13 I will stretch out my hand against Edom and kill both man and 

beast. ...; 14 they will know my vengeance, declares the Sovereign Lord.’” 

       Ezekiel 25:12-14 
 

 ‘Because the Philistines acted in vengeance and took revenge with 

malice in their hearts, and with ancient hostility sought to destroy Judah, 16 

therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am about to stretch out my 

hand against the Philistines… and destroy those remaining along the coast. 
17 ... Then they will know that I am the Lord, when I take vengeance on 

them.’”         Ezekiel 25:15-17 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Ezekiel’s Oracles Against the Nations 
  “Son of man, because Tyre has said of Jerusalem, ‘Aha! The gate to 

the nations is broken, and its doors have swung open to me; now that she 

lies in ruins I will prosper,’ 3 therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I 

am against you, Tyre, and I will bring many nations against you….  4 They 

will destroy the walls of Tyre and pull down her towers; I will scrape away 

her rubble and make her a bare rock. …. She will become plunder for the 

nations, 6 … Then they will know that I am the Lord.    Ezekiel 26:2-6 
 

 “Son of man, set your face against Sidon; prophesy against her 22 and 

say: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says:  “‘I am against you, Sidon, 

and among you I will display my glory.  You will know that I am the Lord, 

when I inflict punishment on you and within you am proved to be holy.  23 I 

will send a plague upon you and make blood flow in your streets.  The slain 

will fall within you, with the sword against you on every side.  Then you will 

know that I am the Lord.     Ezekiel 28:21-23 
 

 “Son of man, set your face against Pharaoh king of Egypt and prophesy 

against him and against all Egypt. … 30:4 A sword will come against Egypt, 

and anguish will come upon Cush.  When the slain fall in Egypt, her wealth 

will be carried away and her foundations torn down.  19 So I will inflict 

punishment on Egypt,  and they will know that I am the Lord.’”    

       Ezekiel 29:2-3; 30:4; 19 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Ezekiel’s Call is Renewed 

  “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people 

of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from 

me.  8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will 

surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them from 

their ways, that wicked person will die for their sin, and I will 

hold you accountable for their blood.  9 But if you do warn the 

wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, 

they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved. 

 10 “Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are 

saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh us down, and we are 

wasting away because of them. How then can we live?”’  11 Say 

to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take 

no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn 

from their ways and live.  Turn!  Turn from your evil ways!  Why 

will you die, people of Israel?’ Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



The Fall of Jerusalem 

 In the twelfth year of our exile, in the tenth month on the fifth 

day, a man who had escaped from Jerusalem came to me and 

said, “The city has fallen!”  22 Now the evening before the man 

arrived, the hand of the Lord was on me, and he opened my 

mouth before the man came to me in the morning.  So my 

mouth was opened and I was no longer silent. 

 23 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 24 “Son of man, 

the people living in those ruins in the land of Israel are saying, 

‘Abraham was only one man, yet he possessed the land.  But 

we are many; surely the land has been given to us as our 

possession.’  25 Therefore say to them, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: Since you eat meat with the blood still in 

it and look to your idols and shed blood, should you then 

possess the land?  26 You rely on your sword, you do 

detestable things, and each of you defiles his neighbor’s wife. 

Should you then possess the land?’   Ezekiel 33:21-26 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



God the Great Shepherd 
 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against the shepherds 

and will hold them accountable for my flock. ... I will rescue my flock 

from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them. 

 11 …I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.  12 As a 

shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will 

I look after my sheep.  I will rescue them from all the places where 

they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.  13 I will bring 

them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I 

will bring them into their own land.  I will pasture them on the 

mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the 

land.  14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights 

of Israel will be their grazing land.  There they will lie down in good 

grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel.  15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie 

down, declares the Sovereign Lord.  16 I will search for the lost and 

bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the 

weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy.  I will shepherd the 

flock with justice.     Ezekiel 34:10-16 

 
 

 

 



Assurance of Restoration 
 “Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord 

says: It is not for your sake, people of Israel, that I am going to do 

these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 

profaned among the nations where you have gone.  23 I will show the 

holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the 

nations, the name you have profaned among them.  Then the nations 

will know that I am the Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am 

proved holy through you before their eyes. 

 24 “‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all 

the countries and bring you back into your own land.  25 I will sprinkle 

clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all 

your impurities and from all your idols.  26 I will give you a new heart 

and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone 

and give you a heart of flesh.  27 And I will put my Spirit in you and 

move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  28 

Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my 

people, and I will be your God.  29 I will save you from all your 

uncleanness.      Ezekiel 36:22-29 

 

 
 

 

 



The Valley of Dry Bones 
  The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out 

by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was 

full of bones.  2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw 

a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were 

very dry.  3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

 I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 

 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 

them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!  5 This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, 

and you will come to life.  6 I will attach tendons to you and make 

flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in 

you, and you will come to life.  Then you will know that I am the 

Lord.’” 

 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was 

prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones 

came together, bone to bone.  8 I looked, and tendons and flesh 

appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no 

breath in them.     Ezekiel 37:1-8 



The Valley of Dry Bones 
  Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 

son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 

Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, 

that they may live.’”  10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, 

and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their 

feet—a vast army. 

 11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the 

people of Israel.  They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope 

is gone; we are cut off.’  12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: 

‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to 

open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel.  13 Then you, my people, will know that I 

am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from 

them.  14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle 

you in your own land.  Then you will know that I the Lord have 

spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”    

       Ezekiel 37:9-14 
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Features of the Book of Daniel 

• Partially written in Hebrew and 

partially in Aramaic (or Chaldean, the 

language of Babylon).  

• Apocalyptic, though some view as 

Prophetic, and some as Historic. 

• Reflects a very formal structure. 

• Predicts coming of major Empires. 

• Predicts eventuality of God’s 

Kingdom established over all. 

 





Dream of image of the four kingdoms (2) 

Rescue of Daniel’s friends from the fiery 

furnace (3) 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the tree 

Daniel’s interpretation 

Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation (4) 

Belshazzar’s handwriting on the wall 

Daniel’s interpretation 

Belshazzar’s death (5) 

Rescue of Daniel from the lion’s den (6) 

Night vision of the four beasts (7) 



Daniel & His Friends In Babylon 

 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  2 

And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with 

some of the articles from the temple of God.  These he carried off to the 

temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god. 

 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring 

into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and 

the nobility— 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, 

showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to 

understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace.  He was to teach 

them the language and literature of the Babylonians.  5 The king 

assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table.  

They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter 

the king’s service. 

 6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  7 The chief official gave them new 

names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to 

Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.  Daniel 1:1-7 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



King Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind 

was troubled and he could not sleep.  2 So the king summoned the 

magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had 

dreamed.  When they came in and stood before the king, 3 he said to them, 

“I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.” 

 4 Then the astrologers answered the king, “May the king live forever! 

Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.” 

 5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided: 

If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut 

into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble.  6 But if you tell me 

the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and 

great honor.  So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.” 

 7 Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and 

we will interpret it.” 
 8 Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are trying to gain time, 

because you realize that this is what I have firmly decided: 9 If you do not tell 

me the dream, there is only one penalty for you.  You have conspired to tell 

me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will change.  So then, 

tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for me.” 

       Daniel 2:1-13 



King Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
 10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is no one on earth who 

can do what the king asks!  No king, however great and mighty, has ever 

asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer.  11 What the 

king asks is too difficult.  No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, 

and they do not live among humans.” 

 12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the 

execution of all the wise men of Babylon.  13 So the decree was issued to 

put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his 

friends to put them to death.   

 Daniel … explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and 

Azariah.  18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven 

concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed 

with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.  19 During the night the mystery 

was revealed to Daniel in a vision. … 

 24Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute 

the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of 

Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.” 

 25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man 

among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means.” 

     Daniel 2:10-13, 17-19, 24-25 

 



Interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to 

tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?” 

 27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can 

explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, 28 but there is a God 

in heaven who reveals mysteries.  He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar 

what will happen in days to come.  Your dream and the visions that 

passed through your mind as you were lying in bed are these: … 

 31 “Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large statue—

an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance.  32 The head of 

the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly 

and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of 

baked clay.  34 While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by 

human hands.  It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and 

smashed them.  35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the 

gold were all broken to pieces and became like chaff on a threshing floor 

in the summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace.  But 

the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the 

whole earth.   36 “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the 

king. …      Daniel 2:26-37 

 



Daniel 2 
Vision of a great 

statue 

Daniel 7 Meaning 

Kings & 

Kingdoms 

Vision of beasts 

from the sea 

Head of fine gold Babylon Lion with wings 

Breast & arms of 
silver 

Medes & 

Persia 

Bear with three 

ribs in its teeth 

Belly & thighs of 
bronze 

Greek 

Empire 

Leopard with 4 

wings & 4 heads 

Legs of iron & 
clay; ten toes 

Antiochus? 

Rome? 

Beast with iron 

teeth & ten horns 



The Golden Idol & The Fiery Furnace 
 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and 

six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of 

Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, 

advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial 

officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up.  
 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every 

language, this is what you are commanded to do: 5 As soon as you hear the 

sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you 

must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar 

has set up.  6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be 

thrown into a blazing furnace.” 

 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews.  9 

They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! ... 12 But 

there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of 

Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, 

Your Majesty.  They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold 

you have set up.” 

      Daniel 3:1-2,4-6,8-9,12 



The Golden Idol & The Fiery Furnace 
 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, 

we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  17 If we are 

thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, 

and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.  18 But even if he does not, we 

want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the 

image of gold you have set up.” 

 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar… ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter 

than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie 

up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 

... 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 

 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement … “Look! I 

see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth 

looks like a son of the gods.” 

 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace 

and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High 

God, come out!  Come here!” 

 So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire... the fire had 

not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were 

not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 

 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants!” Dan. 3:16-28  



Handwriting on the Wall 
 King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and 

drank wine with them.  2 While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave 

orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father 

had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his 

wives and his concubines might drink from them.  3 So they brought in the 

gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and 

the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them.  4 As 

they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, 

iron, wood and stone. 

 5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the 

plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace.  The king 

watched the hand as it wrote.  6 His face turned pale and he was so 

frightened that his legs became weak and his knees were knocking. 

 7 The king summoned the enchanters, astrologers and diviners.  Then 

he said to these wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and tells 

me what it means will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed 

around his neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 

 8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the 

writing or tell the king what it meant.  9 So King Belshazzar became even 

more terrified and his face grew more pale.   Daniel 5:1-9 

 

  



Handwriting on the Wall 
 So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to him, 

“Are you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from 

Judah?  14 I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you 

have insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom.  15 The wise men and 

enchanters were brought before me to read this writing and tell me what 

it means, but they could not explain it.  16 Now I have heard that you are 

able to give interpretations and to solve difficult problems.  If you can 

read this writing and tell me what it means, you will be clothed in purple 

and have a gold chain placed around your neck, and you will be made 

the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 

 17 Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep your gifts for 

yourself and give your rewards to someone else.  Nevertheless, I will 

read the writing for the king and tell him what it means.  18 “Your Majesty, 

the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and 

greatness and glory and splendor.  19 Because of the high position he 

gave him, all the nations and peoples of every language dreaded and 

feared him. ...  20 But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with 

pride, he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. ... 

       Daniel 5:13-20 
 

 

  



Handwriting on the Wall 
 22 “But you, Belshazzar, his son, have not humbled yourself, though you 

knew all this.  23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of 

heaven.  You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and 

your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them.  You 

praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which 

cannot see or hear or understand.  But you did not honor the God who holds 

in his hand your life and all your ways.  24 Therefore he sent the hand that 

wrote the inscription. 

 25 “This is the inscription that was written: 

   mene, mene, tekel, parsin  

 26 “Here is what these words mean: 

 Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an 

end.   27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 
 28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 

 29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold 

chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest 

ruler in the kingdom. 

 30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 31 and 

Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.   

       Daniel 5:13-31 

 

 

  



Daniel in the Lion’s Den 

 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and 

the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him 

over the whole kingdom.  4 At this, the administrators and the satraps 

tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of 

government affairs, but they were unable to do so.  They could find no 

corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor 

negligent.  5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for 

charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the 

law of his God.” 

 6 So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king 

and said: “May King Darius live forever!  7 The royal administrators, 

prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king 

should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to 

any god or human being during the next thirty days, except to you, Your 

Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ den.  8 Now, Your Majesty, issue 

the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in 

accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be 

repealed.”  9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.    

       Daniel 6:3-9 



Daniel in the Lion’s Den 
 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went 

home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.  

Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his 

God, just as he had done before.  11 Then these men went as a group and found 

Daniel praying and asking God for help.  12 So they went to the king and spoke 

to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next 

thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human being except to you, Your 

Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?” 

 The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the 

Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 

 13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, 

pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He 

still prays three times a day.”  14 When the king heard this, he was greatly 

distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until 

sundown to save him. 

 15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, 

“Remember, Your Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians 

no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.” 

 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into 

the lions’ den.  The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve 

continually, rescue you!”     Daniel 6:10-16 

 

 

  



Daniel in the Lion’s Den 
 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the 

lions’ den.  The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve 

continually, rescue you!” 

 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den...  18 Then the 

king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any 

entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 

 19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den.  20 

When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, 

servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able 

to rescue you from the lions?” 

 21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever!  22 My God sent his angel, 

and he shut the mouths of the lions.  They have not hurt me, because I was 

found innocent in his sight.  Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your 

Majesty.” 

 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den.  And 

when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he 

had trusted in his God. 

 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were 

brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children.  

And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and 

crushed all their bones.     Daniel 6:16-24 

 

 

 

  



Daniel’s Vision of the “Son of Man” 
“As I looked, 

 “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his 

 seat.  His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his 

 head was white like wool.  His throne was flaming with fire, 

 and its wheels were all ablaze.  10 A river of fire was flowing, 

 coming out from before him.  Thousands upon thousands 

 attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood 

 before him.  The court was seated, and the books were 

 opened. … 
13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one 

like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He 

approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  
14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 

nations and peoples of every language worshiped him.  His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, 

and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.   

      Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 
 
 




