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Wonders of Arabia Lectures

® Nov 8- Children of Abraham; Understanding Islam

® Nov 9- Moses, Israelites, and Crossing the Red Sea;
Lawrence of Arabia, Bedouins and Victory in WWI

® Nov 10- History & Culture of Oman
e 11/11- Salalah, Oman

® Nov 12- Alexander the Great & Hellenism: Crusades

® Nov 13- History, Culture & Conflict in the Middle East
e 11/14- Khasab, Oman
e 11/15- Dubail



Father Abraham — the world’s first monotheist, and source of all
three great monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam.



The Call of Abram: Genesis 12:1-5

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country,
your people and your father's household and go to the
land | will show you.

2"l will make you into a great nation and | will bless you;

| will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.

3 | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you
| will curse,;

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he
set out from Haran. ®> He took his wife Sarai, his nephew
Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the
people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for
the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.



The 2" Call of Abram: Genesis 15:5-7

He took him outside and said, "Look
up at the heavens and count the stars —
If Indeed you can count them." Then he
sald to him, "So shall your offspring be."
5 Abram believed the LORD, and he
credited it to him as righteousness. ’ He
also said to him, "l am the LORD, who
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans
to give you this land to take possession
of It."
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Abraham

Jacob/lsrael

12 Tribes of Ishmael 12 Tribes of Israel
(Arabic peoples +) (Hebrew people)

Muhammad







Key Dates in Abrahamic Religions

c. 3200 Bc — Civilization begins.
c. 2091 Bc — Abram obeys God and follows Him.
> Judaism

c. 1446 BC — Moses is called, leads the Exodus
from Egypt and receives the Law at Mt. Sinal,
starting the Jewish faith.

c. 1406 BC — Israelites enter Promised Land.

c. 1010 BC — King David is 2" King of united Israel.

c. 966 BC — Solomon begins building the Temple.

> Christianity
c. 6-4 BC — Jesus, a Jew, Is born in Bethlehem.
c. 24 AD — Jesus begins his ministry in Israel.
c. 27 AD — Jesus Is crucified, but Is resurrected
and ascends into heaven.
321 AD —Constantine legalizes Christianity.




Key Dates in Abrahamic Religions

C. 4500 BC — Civilization begins.
C. 2091 BC — Abram obeys God and follows Him.
C. 1446 BC — Moses if given the Jewish Law.

C. 970 BC —King Solomon builds the temple in Jerusalem.
C. 6 BC — Jesus, aJew, is born in Bethlehem.

c. 27 AD — Jesus is crucified, resurrected and ascended.
321 AD — Emperor Constantine legalizes Christianity.

> Islam
570 Ab — Muhammad born in Mecca.
610 ApD — 1st revelation of Qur'an to Muhammad.
622 AD - Islam begins during migration to Medina.
632 AD — Muhammad dies and successors
(“caliphs”) launch military campaigns of
expansion throughout the Mediterranean region.




JUDAISM




Looking at Some Numbers

> Total World population: 7.3 billion
> Christians worldwide: 2.2 billion

> Muslims worldwide: 1.6 billion

> Hindus worldwide: 1.1 billion

> Buddhists worldwide: 488 million
> Sikhs worldwide: 28 million

> Muslims In Indonesia: 205 million
> Southern Baptists in US: 16 million

> Total number of Jews worldwide: 14 million,
or 0.2% of the world population.

Yet Jews have received 22% of Nobel Prizes and are a
major force in entertainment, medicine, law, and on and on.



Events in Creation of Jewish Monotheism

> Cc. 2091 Bc =~God speaks to Abraham (later to
become Abraham) and calls/him to follow Him,
and so creates the People 0f.God, the Hebrews.

> C./1446 Bc — God calls Moses to\lead the
Israelites out of captivity in Egypt, giving the
Law through him, and'so creates the Religion of
Judaism.

> 1010 Bc — God calls young David to become
King of Israel, thus establishing the Nation of
Israel.




Then Moses went up to God,
and the LORD called to him from
the mountain and said, ...
"Although the whole earth is
mine, © you will be for me a
kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.' These are the words you

are to speak to the Israelites."”
Exodus 19:3, 5-6



The Hebrew TaNaKh
»>Jorah (“Instruction”)
»Nevi'im (“Prophets”)
»Ketuvim (“Writings”)
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Basic Jewish Beliefs (Ten Commandments— Exodus 20:1-17)

1. You shall have no other gods before God.
2. You shall not make or worship any idols.
3. You shall not take the name of God in vain.

4. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy, doing no
work on that day.

Honor your father and your mother.

D0 not murder.

D0 not commit adultery.

DO not steal.

D0 not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10. Do not covet your neighbor s house or wife or
manservant or maidservant or ox or anything else
that belongs to your neighbor.

OGO SRR




Basic Jewish Beliefs (Ten Commandments— Exodus 20:1-17)

1. You shall have no other gods before God.
2. You shall not make or worship any idols.
3. You shall not take the name of God in vain.

4. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy, doing no
work on that day.

Honor your father and your mother.

D0 not murder.

D0 not commit adultery.

DO not steal.

D0 not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10. Do not covet your neighbor s house or wife or
manservant or maidservant or ox or anything else that
belongs to your neighbor.
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Basic Jewish Beliefs (Maimonides' 13 Principles)

. God exists, and is the Creator.
. God Is one and unique; there is none other like Him.
. God Is not physical.

. God is eternal.

. Prayer is to be directed only to God.

The words of the Prophets are true.

ne prophecies of Moses are true.

ne Torah was given to Moses.

nere will be no other Torah.

10 God knows the thoughts and deeds of all.

11. God rewards the good and punishes the wicked.
12. The Messiah will come.

13. The dead will be resurrected.
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Rabbinic Jewish Movements (since 6 Cent)

* Orthodex Judaism

 Reform Judaism
 Conservative Judaism
 Hasidic (or Chasidic) Judaism
/' Reconstructionist Judaism

* Jewish Renewal

« Humanistic Judaism

« Kabballah




Jewish Dates Leading Up to the 15t Century

930 BCc — King Solomon dies; Kingdom is divided.
/22 BC = Assyriadestroys Northern kingdom of Israel.

586 Bc— Babylonia destroys Southern kingdom of
Judah; Babylonian Captivityn& Jewish/diaspora.

538 BC — Persian King Cyrus'lets the Jews return
home to Jerusalem.

332 BC — Alexander the Great conguers the Persian
Empire and spreads the Greek language/culture.
Judaism begins to split into more Hebraic Jews
(Pharisees) and Hellenized Jews (Sadducees).




Jewish Dates Leading Up to the 1st Century

930 BC — King Solom0On dies; Kingdom is divided.

722 BC = Assyria\destroys Nokthern kingdom of Israel.

586 BCc ~#Babylonia destroys Sauthern kingdom of
Judah; Babylonian Captivity & Jewish diaspora.

538 BC — Persian King Cyrus/ets Jews return home.

332 Bc — Alexander the Great conguers the Persian
Empire and spreads the Greek language/culture.
Judaism begins to split into more\Hebraic Jews
(Pharisees) and Hellenized Jews (Sadducees).

63 BC — Pompey conquers the region for Rome

39 BC — Roman Senate makes Herod “King of the Jews”

70 AD—Jewish rebellion leads the Roman destruction
of Jerusalem and the Temple, and the 2"d Great
Diaspora of the Jews.




Roman spoils from the Jerusalem Temple, 70 AD
(from the Arch of Titus in Rome)
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“All things are mortal but the Jew; all other
forces pass, but the Jew remains. What Is
the secret of his immortality?”

Mark Twalin

Jacob will again have peace and security, and
no one will make him afraid. ! | am with you
and will save you," declares the LORD.
"Though | completely destroy all the nations
among which | scatter you, | will not completely
destroy you. | will discipline you but only with
justice; | will not let you go entirely
unpunished.’ Jeremiah 30:10-11



Christianity




Jesus the Christ
— Messiah,
Annointed One

(c. 6 BC-27 AD)







Basic Christian Beliefs

1. One God, revealing himself in three persons (the
Holy Trinity) — FATHER, SON (Jesus Christ) &
HOLY SPIRIT — a unity, sharing one substance.

2. God is all-knowing, all-powerful, and omnipresent.
He created the world as distinct from Himself but is
active within it as Creator, Sustainer and Sanctifier.

3. Jesus was and is the promised Messiah, the co-
eternal, divine Son of God; who became a human
man, Jesus, but was fully God and fully man.

4. No one can earn God’s mercy or become truly
righteous, but one can receive forgiveness and
mercy by accepting Jesus as God’s Son who
sacrificed himself on the cross to atone for human

SINS.



Growth of Christianity by AD 70
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State of Christianity c.AD 565
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Christianity Today

& Roman Catholicism

@ Orthodoxy (Great Schism — 11t Century)
o Eastern Orthodoxy
e Oriental Orthodoxy, etc.
& Protestantism (Reformation - 16t Century)

e Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican,
Anabaptist, etc.
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% " The Growth of Islam
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’ ARAB EMPIRE AT GREATEST EXTENT, 700-850 A.D.
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Basic Beliefs of Islam

» Muslim life iIs more about orthopraxy
(right action) rather than orthodoxy
(right belief) — based on the writings of
the Qur’an; sunnah (life example of
Muhammad); and hadith (sayings of
Muhammad and his companions).

» The revelation to Muhammad was In
Arabic, considered the holy language.

> Islam means “submission,” to Allah and
His will. A Muslim submits to Allah.



The Five Pillars of Islam

1. Profession of Faith — The Shehada:
“There i1s no God but Allah, and
Muhammad is his prophet.”

2. Prayer — Salah, 5 times dally facing
Mecca,; on Fridays Iin a mosque.

3. Generous almsgiving — Zakat.

4. Fasting — Sawm, especially during
holy month of Ramadan.

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca — Hajj, at least
once In life.






Similarities and Differences

@ All three Abrahamic faiths believe:
e There is only one true God (monotheistic).

o /All life — especially all people — are made by
God, who iIs the Creator and\Sustainer of life.

e Social justice and concern for others is critical.

@ They disagree regarding:

o |
o |
o[

ne exact nature of God (Christian Trinity).
ne nature of the human condition (original sin)

ne nature of the afterlife (“salvation”).

e Requirements for pleasing and satisfying God.
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HE GROWTH OF PROTESTANT DENOMINATIONS IN THE US.
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WHEN & WHERE HOW & BY WHOM

z DID THE ABRAHAMIC DID THE ABRAHAMIC
C h ! I d ren o f RELIGIONS ORIGINATE? RELIGIONS ORIGINATE?

Abraham

Sponsored and presented by:
.!

The Ohio Humanities Council

Connecting what we learn
and the way we live




O 112K

ABRAHAM
& MOSES

Jewish tradition calls
ABRAHAM the first
monotheist, entering into
a covenant with G

that gave his descendants
the Promised Land and
committed them to
worshipping God alone.
According to the Hebrew
Scriptures, he married
SARAH who bore hisson
Isaac, while fathering
IsHMAEL with his
maidservant HAGAR.

Judaism teaches that God
appeared to Mcses and
chose him to free the
Children of Israel from
Egyptian slavery and take
them to the Promised
Land. He led the Exadus

aL7ge

of the Jewish people from
pt and brought them
Mount Sinai. There,
Jews believe, God gave
Mosks the ToraH, which
became the first five
books of the Bible. Mosgs
was said to have led the
Jews in their forty years of
wandering in the desert of
Sinai. He died just before
the Children of Israel
reached the Promised
Land of Canaan, as
a punishment for his
disobedience to Gad. In
addition to Mosgs, there
were prophets who were
essential in reinforcing
the sacred covenant of
restoring justice and
peace to all people.

Because Christianity uses
the Hebrew Bible as part
of their Bible, Christians
recogmize the Jewish
patriarchs and prophets
Much of the groundwork
for Christiamity comes from
Judaism, including Jesus
Himself, who was brought
up in a traditional Jewish
culture.

y is also known

as CHRIST, CHRIST is a
thealogical title meaning
ancinted or the annointed
one. It is the Greek
translation of the Hebrew
Mashiach or MESSIAH.
Christians believe that
Mary, the virgin mother

of Jesus, conceived JEsus
through the Holy SpirT,
Her husband, JosepH,
was only His adoptive
father, as His real Facher
is GoD. Jesus preached in
Galilee and Judea, with
a message of repentance
and forgiveness of

sins through faith in

the Kingdom of Gad.
JESUS was executed by
the Romans. He was
crucified around 30 CE.
Crucifixion was a long
and painful process, and
it was generally reserved
only for convicted
criminals.

For Muslims, the Praphet
Muhammad is the fmal
messenger, the recipient of the
last of Gad's (ALLAM in Avabic)
revelations preserved in its
original form in the QUR'AN.
Muslims believe God's message
is perfected in the (QUR'AN, the
same message that existed since
Adam. Abraham, Moses, Jesus,
and Mary are all mentioned in
the QUe'AN. Islam maintains
that God communicated His
message to all peaple in histors.
The prophets mentioned by
name in the QUR'AN are
primarily those in the Bible

MuHsVMAD was born 570
CEinMecca, Arabia toa
family of the Qvavaysh tribe.
Iy his early life he earned

the citle mustworthy (AL
AxmN) because of his honesty
and because he was trusted

by the people. At age 40,
MUHAMMAD received his
first revelation through the
Archangel GABRIEL. After
a brief gap, the revelations
ntinued for a total of 23
years. MUHAMMAD and his few
followers were persecuted for
13 years, preaching reform
& monotheism to Meccan
idolaters, and then were
forced to migrate to Medina
where MUHAMMAD established
the first Islamic state. He was
a preacher, statesman, soldier,
teacher, and exemplary family
man before his death in 632.
His sayings and traditions,
Hadith & Sunmnakh, are well-
preserved as the second
source of Islamic faith after
the QuRr'AN. He is the role
model for how to apply the

Qur'an to one’s life.



THE CORE BELIEFS
OF JUDAISM

= There is a single, all-powerful God, who
created the universe and everything in it.

m—  |ews are directed to be like God, to be
KaposH (sacred). KeDUSHA: seeking the
sacred is central to Jewish beliefs. Judaism
imagines a world in which each and every
action has the potendal for KEDUSHA.

Each action or obligation that brings
KepusHA into the world is called a
mitavah. Doing a mirzvah is the key that
allows each person to experience the
sacred. The mitzvah of TikkuN OLaMm (to
be God'’s hands here on Earth and help
repair the world) is central to Jewish
belief.

e Judaism tends to be more focused on the
actons of mitgwah than faith alone.

There is one God who reveals Himself in
three persons: FATHER, SON (Jesus Christ),
and Hoty Seirit, However, these three
persons are regarded as a unity, sharing
one substance.

Gaod has created the world distince from
Himself bue is believed to be active within
it as a Creator, Sustainer, and Sanctifier.

Belief in Jesus' teachings:
No one can eamn God's mercy or be righteous
in His eyes, but no one can know His infmite
forgiveness and mercy through turning
to Him
Followmg the Sermon on the Mount and being
a witness in daiby life
Belief in Heaven

THE CORE BELIEFS
OF ISLAM

== Belief in one, omnipresent, almighty God
who created the universe and all in it;
belief in prophets, revelations, angels, the
hereafter, and divine decree.

== |slam encompasses all aspects of earthly
life, governed by Islamic law (sharia) and
organized around FIve PILLARS: belief m
God and His messengers, daily prayers,
charity, fasting, and pilgrimage (HaJp).

m— |SLAM means total submission to God's will,
achieving peace within.




THE RHOLY TEXITS I'RE HQLY 1EXTES

OF JUDAISM OF ISLAM

The holiest texts in Judaism are the first five books In addition to the Hebrew Scriptures, Christians vely Muslims believe that the QUR’AN is the actual word
of the BLE (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, on the New Testament, the name given to the Christian of God, revealed to MuBAMMAD by God (Allah in
and Daxeronomy), which Jews call the TorAH and Scriptures that were wnitten after the birth of Jesus. Arabic) through the Archangel GABRIEL.

believe that God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai. They considered these writings sacred texts.
The Qur'aN is not altered in any way since it was

The Hebrew Scriptures, Of the books thar became part of the first compiled during MuHAMMAD's life (570-632
comprising the ToRAH, New Testament, the oldest are the CE). It has been written down in Arabic and

the prophets, and Altear v letzers of Paut, usually considered memorized in its original form by Muslims around
the historical books :" copy a{’ to have been written in the 40s and the world — four of the original copies are still
called the writings, TorAH ':: 50s of the first century. Other letters available.

were codified by Jewish in every m‘_‘" are thought to have been written The QUR’AN consists
religious scholars Jorm of a hand-written over the next couple of decades. Of of 114 chapters (called
Sorwhee batween 200 parchment scroll. Jews vead a the four gospels, MARK is considered The only authoritative text  syrahs), which have names
BCE and 200 CE. They P"““':; m the the earliest at about 68-70 CE, while of the QUEANisinthe a5 well as numbers They
e iniial to Backe ToRAH : - Joun is the latest at about 110 CE. original Arabic. Muslims  are not tn chronological
in the Old Testament Sypagogne- AcTs is later than Luke (around regard translations of order, but according
Christians read; 100 CE 100), and ReveraTion was probably the QUR'AN into ather to instructions given

is the date of the earliest meﬁ;;"“ composed in the 90s. languages as paraphrases by MUHAMMAD to the
Old Testament canon. or versions of the original.  scribes based on devine

cammentary on the TORAH

applying it o life in later and reve!aﬂon. The wholbl:d

changed ciranstances. QUR'AN was transcr
during MuHAMMAD'S life.
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