
Windstar Cruises

Ross Arnold, Fall 2017

Wonders of Arabia

Birthplace of Empires



Wonders of Arabia Lectures

• Oct 29- Intro to Wonders; Permanence of Egypt

• Oct 30- Pharaohs, Temples & Tombs

• Oct 31- Alone in the Desert; Nabateans & Petra

– 11/01- Hurghada, Egypt

– 11/02- Aqaba, Jordan

– 11/03- Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt

– 11/04-05- Safaga/Luxor, Egypt

• Nov 6- Birthplace of Empires; Faith & Culture in ANE

• Nov 7- Unity & Diversity in the Middle East



Wonders of Arabia Lectures

• Nov 8- Children of Abraham; Understanding Islam

• Nov 9- Moses, Israelites, and Crossing the Red Sea; 

Lawrence of Arabia, Bedouins and Victory in WWI

• Nov 10- History & Culture of Oman

– 11/11- Salalah, Oman

• Nov 12- Alexander the Great & Hellenism; Crusades

• Nov 13- History, Culture & Conflict in the Middle East

– 11/14- Khasab, Oman

– 11/15- Dubai























Minoan Civilization, 1700-1450 BC

Mycenaean Civilization, 1600-1250 BC



















Assyria destroys 

the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel

in 722 BC, but fails 

to conquer the 

Southern Kingdom 

of Judah.





Neo-Babylonian Empire

620-539 BC





Babylonia King Nebuchadnezzar

destroys the Southern Kingdom 

of Judah in 586 BC, burning 

Jerusalem and the Temple.



550-330 BC









Hellenistic World 

(Diadochi) after 

Alexander–310 BC 

Kingdom of 

Seleucus

Kingdom of 

Ptolemy

Kingdom of 

Antigonus

Cassander
Lysimachus



The Parthian Empire, 247 BC-224 AD



The Roman Empire at Its Height



Diocletian Divides the Empire –

293 AD



Constantine’s United Empire by 324 AD







Barbarian conquest of the Western Roman Empire by 500 AD





Byzantine (Eastern) Empire Under Justinian



State of Christianity c.AD 565



Prophet Muhammad
570-632 AD





Christianity Splits Into East (Orthodoxy) & 

West (Roman Catholicism) in 1054












